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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
 

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 18th MARCH 2021 at 7.00pm 
 

   Cllr Mrs Farren (Chairman) 
   Cllr Peacock (Vice Chairman) 
   Cllr J Dabell (Town Mayor)  
Committee:  Cllrs Amos, Duly, Favor, Mainstone, Matthews, Osborne*, Sweatman 
and Woodgate  
* = absent  
Others Present:  Town Clerk, Estates Manager, Cemetery and Compliance 
Manager,  Community Officer  and one member of the public   

 
 
284 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 

There being no public questions the Chairman moved to the agenda  
 
285  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 

No Apologies had been received 
  

 
286  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
 Cllr Matthews declared he was a member of the Badger Trust 
 
  
287  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MEETINGS 10TH DECEMBER AND 14TH JANUARY 
 

RESOLVED: To approve the minutes and authorise the Chairman to sign them when next 
available at East Court 

 
 

288 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• The spring baskets are up on the town entry points and looking very colourful, the 
Easter display is on the remaining beds in the High St. 
 

• The Clerk has today received word from our agents (Bray Estates).  Railway Paths (the 
owners of the largest part of St Margaret’s Loop) have determined that the commutable 
sums of the bridges is too high and will not now wish to part with them.  They are going 
to market the remainder of the loop as woodland but before this have asked if the 
Council will make an offer.  We will take this in to the Council meeting on 5th April as a 
confidential item for the Council to agree whether and what amount should be offered. 
We will have a valuation at that point from our agent.  It is not right to speculate today 
on potential offers but to wait until we can have our discussion at Council.    

 
It was asked why the conversation about Railway Paths would be confidential and it 
was advised that it is to retain commercial advantage when making an offer. Once the 
negotiation is complete it would then become public.   
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289 TOWN PROMOTIONS REPORT  
 
 Roger Gwatkin was thanked for his solo work while the team is rebuilt.  The performance 

indicators were discussed with some thought as to whether East Court Live should be 
ticketed and charged for.  It was also felt that East Court Live works well as it is and is not 
an event the Council want to charge for.  

 
   RESOLVED: To approve the suite of performance indicators as set out in the report  
 
 
290 ESTATES MANAGER REPORT  
 
 The Chairman highlighted parts of the report, giving specific thanks to Trish Broadley for 

selling sponsorships in such a difficult year.  
 
 She also advised that the Committee needed to start thinking about Bus Shelters as our 

contract in 2023 may struggle to be renewed at which time the maintenance will fall to the 
Town Council.   

 
 The Chair then turned to the matter of the Cramp Clock, there was quite a debate as to the 

history and the cost of significant repairs to the clock especially in this day where clocks are 
replaced by digital devices and watches.  It was confirmed that the clock in the High St is 
the millennium clock and is also looked after by the Council, it is not currently any cause for 
concern as it is serviced.  There was concern that the Museum offer was again too high a 
cost and risk that they may not wish to have the clock once it has been taken down.   It was 
hoped that at some point it could become an artistic piece rather than a timepiece 

 
RESOLVED:  Not to repair the clock, however if a public individual or group wishes 

to take ownership or pay for the full repairs (which could include Crowd 
funding) this would be supported, by the Council.  The Clock, will remain in 
situ.    

   
 The Chairman also mentioned the crazy paving around the East Court estate and stated 

that it was slippery in certain weather, this would need addressing at some time.   
 
 The Yew Hedge by the War Memorial, the Chairman was concerned as to the activity 

shielded from view and felt this needed addressing.  While it cannot be so during the nesting 
season, she was in favour of parts of the hedge being removed or reduced considerably in 
height to change the aspect.  There were concerns as to creating a wind tunnel, ruining the 
look of the war memorial in order to address a transient problem.  There was a request that 
if any full parts of the hedge were removed that it be reused by replanting elsewhere.   

 
RESOLVED:  To remove or reduce parts of the yew hedge on either side of the war 

memorial as reshaping to open it up and to reuse any complete sections 
which are removed.  

 
Several Questions followed from the report: 
 
The visit to Turners Hill Road Rec, was there a similar visit to Highfields to ensure that the 
ransom strips remained in the ownership of the Town Council.  The Officers were visiting 
every few years to ensure the land is fine and have an exchange of letters to ensure that 
the landowners are clear on the Councils ownership.  
 
West Sussex Highways and Grit Bins, are we suggesting that there is a need for 28 new 
bins and that we would then refill.  It was clarified that the suggestion is to increase the bins 
for the initial fill but that they would not be refilled.  So more available but with a clear finite 
amount.  We have not heard back from WSCC as to this.   
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CCTV -  can we put cameras inside the toilets?  This has to be done very carefully if we are 
to do this as angles and signage is very important.  Washbasins only can be shown.   
 
The two payments are for different works, one is to repair a fault and install trip lines (the 
cameras were tripping with power surges) and another for maintenance to the cameras.   
 
Noting the comment as to the drain works, it was suggested that the Officers affix a sign to 
say that fat must not be poured down the drains.  
 
The remainder of the report was noted   

 
 
291 BURIAL SERVICES 
 
 The Chairman thanked the whole team for their continued hard work and particularly John 

Chisholm for his work with digitalising the records.   
 
 She turned to the recommendation to approve the works for the Badger exclusion stressing 

the money was available in the budget.  It was clarified that the Council has no option but to 
carry out the works legally as the badgers are protected.   

 
RESOLVED:  To approve that the exclusion work be carried out in accordance with 

the quote received from Ecology Solutions  
 
  Miss Jones was thanked for the plans to site a new bench in the Garden of Remembrance 

in Mount Noddy Cemetery 
 
 
292 DELEGATED DECISIONS 
 
 The delegated decisions were noted 
 
 
293 EAST COURT LIVE/ SUMMER EVENTS ON TERRACE  
  

There was regrettable but general support for the cancelling on June and July events, it 
would not be possible to move them later in the year as September is fully booked in events 
and weddings, artists may not be available and even 21st June is still a target not a definite 
for opening up again for large gatherings. 
  

RESOLVED:   The June and July dates to be cancelled for 2021 with planning to 
continue for August as a larger event.  

 
There was general support for Sam Albrow to hold his events on the terrace so long as they 
were not too similar to East Court Live, were seated events and the music was the 
secondary not prime purpose (more background than performance).  The anticipated 
income from the bar would cover any costs incurred from a caretaker in attendance.   

 
RESOLVED: To allow HighGain to hold low key ticketed, pre sold and seated 
events on Sundays.  
 
 

294 WAYFINDING   
 

The report was noted with thanks to the officers who started the project and those who have 
brought it to fruition.  Kirstie Hamper was specifically mentioned for her help with the 
planning applications.  
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295 COVID UPDATE AND COMMEMORATIVE BENCHES  
 
 The report was noted along with an update that a meeting with the relevant officers and the 

GP surgery had taken place on 17th,  with the request that Blood Donors be allowed back 
from June (as their bookings at the Felbridge will struggle as the hotels reopen for social 
events), the increased queries for bookings and return of regular hirers after 17th May and 
the significant increase of weddings from 21st June (when all restrictions are expected to be 
removed) mean that we have agreed that the vaccine centre will be able to continue through 
July on 2 days a week (Thursday and Friday) but as a visiting hirer.  From August the 
remaining hirers are expected to return so there will not be a possibility of the final second 
doses, if not completed, being at the Meridian Hall.  However the surgeries are aware and 
will need to consider alternative venues such as their surgeries or pharmacies.  Discussion 
as to booster shots was also had with the surgeries not being able to advise.  Councillors 
are advised to attend the town meeting next week so that any comment from the Surgeries 
as to timetables can be heard first hand.   

 
 
The Chairman advised that the date of the next meeting was 3rd June 2021 at 7.00pm and she 
closed the meeting at 8.36pm 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED 

 

CHAIRMAN 


